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2013 ANNUAL REPORT
The purpose of the Chippewa Soil and Water Conservation District is to control soil erosion and improve water quality. 

The primary goal of the District is to take available technical, financial and educational resources,
whatever their source, and focus on coordinating them so that they meet the needs of the local land user.

The Chippewa Soil and Water
Conservation District Board of
Supervisors chose to pay tribute to
the memory of Steve Nokleby and
nominated him as their recipient of
the 2013 Conservationist of the Year
Award. Steve served on the Chippe-
wa SWCD Board of Supervisors
from 2001 to 2013. Steve passed
away in March of 2013. 

Steve was previously honored as
the Conservationist of the Year in
1989. Nokleby farmed in Mandt
township in Chippewa County. At
that time, Steve used ridge till to
control wind and water erosion and
developed a more complete resource
management system. Steve was one
of the first to use no-till practices in
Mandt township. He used no-till and
ridge till methods to enhance
resource benefits, cut his opera-
tional expenses and save time.
Steve started farming in partnership
with his dad, Arnold, in 1974. In
1989, he was recognized for other
conservation practices such as farm-
stead windbreaks, and CRP filter
strips.

Steve was active in Corn Growers
Association, Soybean Growers
Association, Farm Bureau and Jev-
naker Lutheran Church, a longtime
Pioneer Seed and Precision Plant-
ing Dealer.  

More recently, Steve participated
in the Environmental Quality Incen-
tive Program (EQIP) enrolling 250
acres of No till, Nutrient Manage-

ment and Pest Management. He also
enrolled 1003.6 acres in the Conser-

vation Stewardship Program (CSP)
and completed enhancements such as

using nitrogen stabilizers and doing
plant tissue testing for nitrogen man-
agement

During his tenure on the Chippewa
SWCD Board, Steve served as the
Chippewa River Watershed Project
Committee representative. He was a
strong supporter of the work done by
the Chippewa  River Watershed Pro -
ject and was an advocate for finding
ways to positively impact water
quality in his operation. Steve recog-
nized that certain practices in the
agricultural community could be
improved upon and was very willing
to try new practices. In 2010, Steve
partnered with the Chippewa River
Watershed Project on a Drainage
Water Management Project. His
project included the installation of
three inline water level control struc-
tures in field that had existing pattern
tile. The retrofits to the system
allowed Nokleby to vary the depth of
the drainage outlet throughout the
year to maximize production and
lower and have more influence on
the runoff water leaving his system
and entering downstream waters.
Steve’s common sense approach to
conservation, his valuable input at
watershed meetings, and his cooper-
ative nature made him a valued part-
ner of the Chippewa River Water-
shed Project.

We lost a true conservation friend,
Steve Nokleby. Our deepest condo-
lences to his wife Susan, son, Adam,
and daughter, Jessica. 

Steve Nokleby chosen 2013 Conservationist of the Year

The Soil and Water Conservation Dis trict Board of Supervisors chose to
pay tribute to the memory of Steve Nokleby and nominated  him as their
recipient of the 2013 Conservationist of the Year Award.

Nokleby was one of the first to use no-till and ridge till practices in Mandt Township. The practices enhanced resource benefits, cut operational expenses and saved time. 
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Chairman’s Report
Larry Kittelson

CHAIRMAN

In 2013, we said good-bye to two of
our conservation friends. Our supervi-
sor, Steve Nokleby, passed away in
March. Steve served on the Board for
12 years (2001-2013). Steve was an
excellent supervisor, who had a pas-
sion for conservation. Another conser-
vation friend, Rhia Buth, NRCS Tech-
nician, left Minnesota and returned to
her beloved Wisconsin. Both of them
shaped the Chip pewa SWCD and
NRCS with their personality strengths.

We will miss
them both. 

Before Steve
passed away, he
passed on the
name of Calin
Eisenlohr as a
possible succes-
sor on the Board.
Calin met with
the Board and
be came an ap -
pointed supervi-
sor until the next
general election
in 2014, when at
that time he can
officially file for
the position.
Calin rep   resents
the townships of
Mandt, Rose-
wood, and Spar-
ta. Mike Tim-
merman, NRCS
technician, was
hired to replace
Rhia. Mike has
been with NRCS
for nine years
serving in Lyon
County prior to
coming to

Chippewa County. In August, Desirae
Sharp made the transition to the
Chippewa SWCD from being a tempo-
rary employee of the NRCS. The
SWCD welcomes Calin, Mike, and
Desirae to the Conservation Team in
Chippewa County. Speaking of the
“new” Conservation Team … Matt
Gilbertson, County Commissioner,
replaced Kenneth Koenen as the Coun-
ty Commissioner assigned to the
SWCD. Welcome, Matt!

In 2013, the SWCD continued to
participate in our traditional outreach
activities.  The 5th graders participated
in the Poster Contest, “Where Does
Your Water Shed?” with classroom
visits, and field days in May. The win-
ners of the poster contest were:
Meghan Erp and Alexia Faulkner from
the Montevideo 5th grade class and
Emily Koenen and Annie Dykema
from the MACCRAY 5th grade class.
Annie Dykema later went on to win 1st
place on the Area level.  Congratula-
tions to all the winners.  We’ve worked
with the Montevideo 6th graders in the
past helping with Community Clean-
up.  This year, the 6th graders were
bused out to the Wegdahl County Park
#2.  The students helped clean up the
park from trash, trees, and debris.  The
Women’s Field Days were held at the
Montevideo/Chippewa Dam. Chris
Domeier gave a presentation on the
dam removal process in both Granite
Falls and Montevideo.

Other accomplishments in 2013
include:

• Tom Warner was recognized as he
celebrated 30th years with the Chippe-
wa SWCD. Congratulations, Tom.

• Steve Sunderland was awarded
“Supervisor of the Year” at the
MASWCD State Convention in
December. Congratulations, Steve.

• The Local Water Plan updates were
successfully approved!

• A fresh look
to our Chippewa
SWCD webpage!!
(check it out at 
chippewaswcd.org)

As the Chippewa SWCD
approaches their 60th Anniversary in
2014, we would like to thank our State
Senator Lyle Koenen, our local Coun-
ty Commissioners, and agency part-
ners for their continued support to the
Chippewa SWCD.

Steve Sunderland was awarded “Supervisor of the Year” at the 2013
MASWCD State Convention in December.
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Larry Kittelson

Calin
Eisenlohr

Steve Sunderland

Dawn Schuler

Scott
Roelofs

SWCD Supervisor Dawn Schuler, congratulates Tom Warner, in recognition
of his 30 years with the Chippewa SWCD.

Calin Eisenlohr

Chippewa Soil and Water Conservation District 2013 Board of Super -
visors (front, from left) Calin Eisenlohr, Dawn Schuler, (back) Steve
Sunderland, Larry Kittelson and Scott Roelofs.

Mike Timmerman

Desirae Sharp
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CHIPPEWA SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Statement of Revenues, Expenditure

and Changes in Fund Balances
Budget & Actual General Fund

for the Year Ended DECEMBER 31, 2013

Personnel Services $194,100

Office Operations $ 34,500 

Tree/Fabric $ 14,500

State Cost-Share $ 14,200
Projects

Education $ 7,700

TOTAL EXPENSES $ 265,000

2013 EXPENSES

Tree
Fabric
5%

Office
Operations

13%

Personnel
Services

73%

2013 INCOME Equipment
Rental
2%

State
37%

County
40%

County $ 79,000

State $ 72,900   

Tree/Fabric $ 42,500

Interest $ 2,000

Equipment Rental $ 3,000

TOTAL REVENUE $ 199,400

Interest
1%

SWCD 2013 State Cost-Share Program Funding
4 Farmstead Windbreak Establishments ......totaling $8,162.00
2 Water & Sediment Control Basins.............totaling $6,000.00

County’s Local Water Plan 2013 Cost-Share Funding
9 Farmstead/Field
Windbreak Establishments .......................totaling $6,787.00

NRCS 2013 Program Funding
Payments made
on 32 EQIP/CSP contracts .............. totaling more than $700,000

(Information is unofficial)

Trees/Fabric
21%

Education
3%

$65,600 NET EXPENSES OVER INCOME

State
Cost-Share
Program
5%

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all of its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, polit-
ical beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs). Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410
or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

The Steve Nokleby family receives Outstanding Conservationist Chippewa
County in their father’s honor,  from a representative from “The Farmer.”

Join Us!
The Chippewa Soil and Water Conservation District
invites you to celebrate “60 years in conservation!”

It’s a celebration of 60 years in serving the conservation community
and recognizing the people who have helped make it possible.

We will be honoring the RETIREMENT of
District Manager Jean Diggins and her 36 years of service to the SWCD.

Also recognized will be:
• Supervisor Dawn Schuler for 30 years of service

• District Technician Tom Warner for 30 years of service
• Supervisor Larry Kittelson for 25 years of service
• Supervisor Steve Sunderland for 25 years of service

Thursday, April 10 2014 from 1 to 4 p.m.
Assembly Room, Chippewa County Courthouse

Montevideo, Minnesota

NRCS and SWCD District Staff
NRCS and SWCD 2013 staff (front, from left) Jean Diggins – SWCD
District Manager, Desirae Sharp – Administrative Assistant, Shantel
Lozinski – NRCS District Conservationist, (back) Tom Warner –
SWCD Technician, Zach Bothun – SWCD Technician and Mike Tim-
merman – NRCS Soil Conservation Technician.
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2013 NRCS Report
By Shantel Lozinski

USDA-NRCS

The last year has been a busy one with lots of drainage
requests, program signups, and conservation plan writing.
2013 allowed many outreach
opportunities including 5th
grade Field Days, and the
2013 Women’s Field Day was
also a huge success with over
40 women landowners attend-
ing and learning about the
dam removal in the City of
Montevideo as well as Granite
Falls.  

2013 also had a few staff
changes with Rhia Buth leav-
ing to go back to Wisconsin
for a position as a soil conser-
vationist in February. Mike
Timmerman replaced the
opening in late July. Mike
comes to us from the Marshall
field office with 10 years of
agency experience focusing
mainly of engineered practices
such as grassed waterways,
terraces and water and sedi-
ment control basins. Come see
us if you have an erosion
problem you would like
looked at.    

We continue to have interest
in the Environmental Quality
Incentive Program (EQIP) for
both long term structures
being placed on the landscape and management practices.
EQIP tillage checks were completed the first part of June

with payments made shortly their after. Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP) plans were written during most of
the summer and fall, it was nice to see the amount of CRP
filter strips that were re-enrolled this year. Many landown-
ers see the benefits of reduced maintenance on ditch banks

and keeping tillage and spray
equipment back and away
from surface water. Walking
them in the fall for a little bit
of pheasant hunting is an
added bonus.  2014 will
include more expiring con-
tracts in which hopefully oper-
ators will be looking to re-
enroll, especially the more
sensitive areas such as filter
strips and hydric soil areas.    

The Conservation Steward-
ship Program (CSP) continued
to gain momentum in the
county this year with new con-
tracts. This program allows
landowners/operators that are
currently at a good level of
management to continue good
stewardship practices as well
as take on new to the opera-
tion enhancements. This year
we completed contracts with
individuals for many conser-
vation projects but two high-
lights were the bountiful crop
of tomatoes that were raised in
a high tunnel and sold locally,
at farmers markets and a series
of farmable water and sedi-

ment control basins for another operator wanting to con-
trol gully erosion on his farm just off Hawk Creek.    

Conservation
Stewardship
Program (CSP)

By Shantel Lozinski
USDA-NRCS

The Conservation Stewardship Pro-
gram (CSP) is a voluntary conservation
program that encourages producers to
address resource concerns in a compre-
hensive manner by undertaking addition-
al conservation activities. Through CSP,
NRCS will provide financial assistance to
eligible producers to conserve and
enhance soil, water, air and related natural
resources on their land. The entire agri-
culture operation must be enrolled and
must include all agriculture land that will
be under the applicants control for the
term of the proposed contract.  Is CSP
right for you? Are you willing to commit
time to inventory and document your
conservation activities and production
system to determine eligibility and rank-
ing? Do you have records of your farming
activities and are you willing to continue
maintaining records? Are you ready to
enter into a five-year contract requiring
you to apply additional conservation
activities and improve, maintain, and
manage existing conservation activities?
If you answered “yes” to these questions,
CSP may be right for you. To learn more
about this program as well as others
please visit our website at
h t tp : / /www.mn.n rcs .usda .gov / .
Contact your local NRCS office to
schedule an appointment. 

The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort to help  people conserve, maintain, and improve our natural resources and environment.
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Shantel Lozinski
USDA-NRCS

August 2011 marked a change in how
Minnesota NRCS services AD 1026
drainage requests. This change was done
to follow national policy. In the past
when you filled out a AD 1026 form for
drainage we would refer to the existing
official determination we had on file and
make a recommendation. Now we will
complete a certified wetland determina-
tion for each AD 1026 request with a
slide review and possibly a site visit
depending on the outcome of the slide
review. Because site visits cannot be
completed year round and the process has
been significantly extended due to the
requirement of doing a slide review on
every request, it is important to do your
AD 1026 request for drainage far in
advance of doing your project, 90 days is
recommended. If you have had a certified
wetland determination completed on a
tract of land and now you have changed
your tile layout, a new 1026 should be
completed with the new layout. Be sure
to mention that when doing the AD 1026
over at FSA so your request isn’t put in
the slow slide and site review process.      

Producers who choose to make
drainage improvements without a certi-
fied wetland determination need to be
aware that any drainage activities done in
an area without previous cropping histo-
ry; or in areas that are consistently wet,
pose a high risk of resulting in converting
a protected wetland area.  Converting
protected wetland areas could result in
the loss of USDA program benefits on all
the land the producer operates. Landown-
ers are also reminded that the State of
Minnesota has wetland protection provi-
sions for all land uses including ag-lands.
These provisions are administered
through the Wetland Conservation Act
(WCA).  The provisions are completely
separate, though on ag-lands, similar to
the USDA wetland protection require-
ments. To minimize your risk of convert-
ing a protected wetland area, plan to con-
tact your local USDA Service Center and
update your AD 1026 prior to conducting
any land clearing and drainage projects.

A few tips when making a request:
• 1026’s are serviced on a tract basis

unless the owner/operator specifically
selects the fields. If you are looking to tile
one field and the field is included in a
tract of 400 ac, it would speed up the

process to just request the determination
on the one field.

• If you are fixing an intake, cleaning a
ditch or replacing a segment of tile at the
same size and depth, be sure to check just
10C and complete a drainage system
worksheet describing the current extent
of the ditch. This will allow you to get
your 1026 back much faster than if you
had requested a certified wetland deter-
mination.

• Be sure that the tract of land you are
requesting the 1026 for shows up on your
FSA producer data report. If you have
recently purchased land and have not
reported it to FSA it can slow the process.

The tract of land needs to be on the pro-
ducer data report before you can request
a 1026 form this is done to ensure you
have the authority to make the request.

• If you are looking to purchase land at
auction be sure you know what you are
buying. Request the wetland information
from the auction company or realtor
before the sale. This is considered private
and sensitive information, without an
information release we can’t give out the
information. Plan ahead.  

• If you are requesting new tile in a
field you know has a mapped wetland
take the time to complete a drainage sys-
tem worksheet at the same time as you
complete the 1026 request. This form
helps us to understand the existing tile on
site. It will also save us the time to mail it
out to you and wait for it to come back.       

If you are planning to remove any old
building sites and groves please be
reminded you should be completing an
AD 1026 for the site. Without completing
this form and allowing a determination to
be done you run the risk of a violation
due to tree removal and/or land leveling.
When you add this previously non
cropped land to your cropland acres FSA
will flag it as a possible violation.

One of the many conservation projects completed in
2013 was a high tunnel where a bountiful crop of
tomatoes were raised and then sold locally.

Installing and/or Modifying Drainage Systems
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By Tom Warner – DISTRICT TECHNICIAN

In 1992, the Minnesota Legislature passed one of the
most comprehensive laws regulating activities in wet-
lands in the nation – the Wetland Conservation Act.
While the Act has gone through several revisions since
then, its goal of no-net loss in the quantity and quality of
wetlands remains the same. This Act prohibits draining,
filling, or excavating in a wetland except under limited
circumstances.

Wetlands provide many benefits to the natural environ-
ment. They filter pollutants from runoff, improving water
quality. They provide wildlife habitat for many species.
Wetlands also reduce the effects of flooding and protect
shorelines from erosion. It is because wetlands do so
much that actions that could impact them are so regulated.

Determining the “jurisdictional” wetland boundary can
be very difficult, and most cities and the county require a
permit before draining, filling, or excavating in a wetland.
For this reason, landowners are strongly encouraged to
contact the local administrator before starting work..
What are federal requirements (i.e. Swampbuster)?

Since 1985, the Wetland Conservation provision of the
federal farm bills (Swampbuster) requires all agricultural
producers to protect the wetlands on the farms they own
or operate in order to be eligible for USDA farm program
benefits. Producers will not be eligible if they plant an
agricultural commodity on a converted wetland that was
converted by drainage, leveling, or any means after

December 23, 1985, or convert a wetland for the purpose
of or to make agricultural commodity possible after
November 28, 1990.
What is the state law (i.e. Wetland Conservation Act)?

The Minnesota Wetland Conservation Act (WCA) is a
state law. Realizing the important benefits of wetlands,
the Minnesota Legislature in 1991 enacted the Wetland
Conservation Act which aims for a no-net-loss of wet-
lands. Recognizing that local officials may have a better
idea of local needs, the WCA gives administration
authority of the Act to local governments. Chippewa
County delegated the responsibility of the Act to the
Chippewa Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD). The Minnesota Board of Water and Soil
Resources (BWSR) oversees the law at the state level.
WCA regulates activities that result in the draining, fill-
ing, or excavating of wetlands in Minnesota, including
those on agricultural land.  The law regulates all draining
and filling of wetlands and if wetland loss is unavoidable,
requires replacement.
What should agricultural landowners do before start-
ing a project, including drainage, and maintenance
that may impact a wetland?

1.Complete your “AD1026” form from your local
USDA office.

2.Bring a copy to the SWCD office and explain what
you plan to do.

The SWCD can advise you if your project is allowed
under the state law, WCA, or if you need to submit an
application to the local government, DNR, or the US
Army Corps of Engineers. Involving your local SWCD is
the easiest and best way to avoid problems.
Request a field visit by the SWCD. This can help iden-
tify regulated wetlands on your property, and regulation
that could affect your project. Many wetlands do not con-
tain standing water or are only saturated for part of the
year, and can be difficult for landowners to identify.

Tell your contractor to submit a “Contractor Liability
form.” Contractors who conduct projects that will impact

a wetland are required to notify the Chippewa SWCD.
Communication is the key! Compliance with USDA

does not mean compliance with other wetland laws such
as the state WCA law, DNR, or the US Army Corps of
Engineers. A quick call or stop at the Chippewa SWCD
office prior to beginning your project will help you com-
ply with the laws and save a project from potential addi-
tional costs and delays.
Planning ahead is important. Come into the SWCD
office as soon as possible on a project to find out if there
is any possible wetland impact. If there is any potential
wetland impact, the SWCD will inform you which
agency or agencies will need to be contacted for a permit
or authorization to do the work. Plan ahead! Don’t come
in Monday and expect an answer on Tuesday.  If wetlands
are in the vicinity of your project, depending on the proj-
ect and the agency that has jurisdiction over the wetland,
it could take up to a month to get authorization or a per-
mit for your project.

WCA Report
WETLANDS ARE PROTECTED

BY THE WETLAND
CONSERVATION ACT (WCA)

The Wetland Conservation Act promotes a no-net-loss

of wetlands and protects the benefits wetlands provide. 

The Act moves toward its no-net-loss goal by requiring

persons proposing to drain or fill a wetland to:

• First, try to avoid disturbing the wetland.

• Second, try to minimize any impact on the wetland.

• And finally, to replace any lost wetland functions & values.

Any questions in Chippewa County
contact Tom Warner

Chippewa Soil & Water Office
320-269-2139, Ext. 3

Conservation
Reserve Program
in Chippewa County

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) allows
participants to enroll acreage in conservation prac-
tices that will reduce soil erosion, improve water and
soil quality and provide wildlife habitat.

CRP participation is voluntary. Eligible landowners
enter into contracts that range from 10 to 15 years in
length. In return, the landowners will receive annual
rental payments, incentive payments for certain
activities, and cost share for establishment.  

October 2013 ended with 1037 active CRP contracts in
Chippewa County. This means 13,838.5 acres are
enrolled, down 503.3 acres from the end of September. It
is the result of 1161.6 acres expiring, but only 533 acres
being enrolled October 1, 2013.  The following is a
breakdown of the CRP acres in our county.

As of this writing, FSA does not have the authority to
approve a new CRP contract, however we are accept-
ing offers.  If you have land that you feel may be best
suited for conservation purposes, please contact our
office to discover the eligibility requirements or visit
www.fsa.usda.gov/pas/publications/facts/html/crp-
cont03.htm.

Laurie Golden
USDA FARM SERVICE AGENCY

CHIPPEWA COUNTY FSA PROGRAM TECHNICIAN

Acres in
CRP Practice Type                            Chip. County

Wetland Restoration with Buffers 6286.5

Grass Filter Strips with Riparian Buffers 3144.4

Rare and Declining Habitat 2800.1

Grass Habitat 1145.8

Field Windbreak/Shelterbelt 422.8

Living Snowfence/General Trees 38.9

According to State Legislature, Spring 2014
is your last chance to receive Cost Share
Assistance on your Farmstead Shelterbelt!

By: Zach Bothun
DISTRICT TECHNICIAN

The state legislature has been contemplating this
for a while and now it has finally happened.  After
this spring, farmstead shelterbelts will no longer be a
state cost-shareable practice. The Legislature enacted
several changes to the Erosion Control and Water
Management Program and one of those changes
included farmstead shelterbelts being declared an
energy conservation practice rather than an erosion
control or water management practice, which is what
the program is intended for.   That being said,
Chippewa SWCD will not be offering state cost share
dollars for farmstead shelterbelts next spring (calen-
dar year 2015). Chippewa SWCD can still offer cost
share assistance for farmstead shelterbelts up until
July of 2014.  Although the Chippewa SWCD is still
offering cost share on eligible farmstead shelterbelt
practices for this coming spring, the district is choos-
ing not to offer the full 75% cost share that it has in
the past. The reason for the reduced cost share cap is
because the district is trying to spread the money out
further, to help more landowners, for this last oppor-
tunity to use state cost share dollars on farmstead
shelterbelts. The new maximum cost share that the
district will be offering for farmstead shelterbelts is
50 percent  There are dollar caps on certain items

such as fabric and potted trees but that all depends on
the amount of fabric and the size of the potted trees
used in a planting. Cost share is also determined on
the type of practice a landowner is installing. Field
windbreaks are still a cost shareable practice and,
with cropping history, can be eligible for CRP.
Wildlife tree plantings, in some cases, can receive
cost share as well, but that depends on where they are
located and if they are on existing conservation lands
or not. Each and every tree planting is different. If
anyone has any questions about trees, tree plantings
or cost share eligibility questions, please contact the
Chippewa SWCD office at 320-269-2139, ext.3. 

Chippewa SWCD can assist landowners with
their site prep needs with a six-foot wide roto-
tiller that prepares even the roughest of sites
for tree planting projects and food plots. 
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Chippewa Soil and Water
Provides Site Prep Services

Chippewa Soil and Water can assist
landowners with their site prep needs.
With a six-foot wide roto-tiller, the district
can prepare even the roughest of sites for
tree planting projects and food plots. The
tiller works well on lawns, and in pastures
and fields. All successful tree plantings
start with a well prepared seedbed and
using the tiller ensures that your tree plant-
ing will start out right. We also have a

rotary cutter that works well for preparing
planting sites by removing the vegetative
cover. It also works well for mowing
between tree rows, mowing thistles on
conservation lands and preparing burn
breaks for controlled burns. We can also
provide mulching and crimping services
on newly constructed conservation proj-
ects that are prone to erosion. Contact us at
320-269-2139, ext. 3, for more info.

Installing weed barrier fabric around your newly planted trees can significant-
ly increase the growth rate and survival of your newly planted trees.  The geo-
textile fabric conserves moisture and will not allow weeds to grow within the
tree row.  Cost share is available to qualifying landowners who install fabric on
their conservation tree planting. Contact Tom Warner or Zach Bothun in the
Chippewa Soil and Water office for more information or call 269-2139,  ext. 115.

Notice the growth rate
of the redosier dog-
woods that had the
weed barrier fabric in-
stalled compared to the
plants with no fabric

Tree Planting Successful in 2013
By Tom Warner
DISTRICT TECHNICIAN

The 2013 tree planting season was once again a busy
and successful time for Chippewa SWCD.  There were
close to 5,000 trees planted on riparian buffers, field
windbreaks, farmstead shelterbelts, and wildlife plant-
ings. All of these practices combined, accounted for 21
acres of conservation plantings.  There were 20 individ-
ual plantings in all. 

There was also 43,000 feet of weed barrier fabric
applied over the trees to control weeds, conserve
moisture, and accelerate tree growth.  The fabric is 6
foot wide geo-textile material that allows moisture to
pass through it but does not allow weed growth to
occur.  Periodic mowing or lightly disking between
the trees is still recommended to control weeds
between the tree rows.

Cost share was available to qualified landowners
for all of the above practices.  Cost share was used to
offset the cost of the trees and fabric.

Landowners who are thinking about planting
trees this spring should stop in ASAP to develop a
plan and order the trees while supplies are good. 

Field Windbreaks will:
• Help stop erosion by slowing the winds

that cause the soil to blow.

• Help keep windblown soil from filling irrigation
and drainage ditches and piling up along fence rows.

• Help prevent costly replanting of crops due to windblown
soil shearing off young plants.

• Keep snow off driveways, highways and roads when
properly planted.

• Benefit crops with the additional moisture from the melting
snowdrifts caused by field windbreaks.

• Provide food and nesting cover for songbirds, game birds
and create travel corridors for wildlife.

Chippewa SWCD provides mulching/crimping services for conservation projects.



2013 Chippewa Soil and Water Conservation District Annual Report Page 7  

Is your windbreak in need of
repair?  Does it provide you with
the protection you need? Or
maybe you enjoy shoveling snow!  
Renovation of your existing wind-
break may be in order and it is not
always necessary to lose its protec-
tive value during the process.

The density of a farmstead wind-
break is the key to its effectiveness.
Density at three levels is needed:
lower level, mid-level, and an
upper level.  If any of these three
levels are missing, the effectiveness
of the windbreak is greatly
reduced.  You can greatly enhance
the effectiveness of your existing
grove by adding just one row of
new trees or maybe you need multi-
ple rows to make it more effec -
tive. Whatever the case, we can
evaluate your site and design a
plan that will work for you.

If you think your farmstead wind-
break is missing something, give us
a call at 320-269-2139, Ext. 3. We
will be glad to discuss how to best
restore the protection you need from
Minnesota’s weather. Cost-share of
up to 50% may be available to qual-
ifying landowners for installation of
their conservation practice!

Our mission is to provide low cost quality trees to landowners for
conservation practices. We sell northern grown stock assuring that
the trees will survive and prosper in our Minnesota climate.

What steps do you take if you are planning a conservation tree planting?

1) Decide where and what you are doing: a windbreak, wind-
break renovation, field windbreak or wildlife planting.

2) Call the SWCD office for an appointment to set up a 
time to go over the site.

3) A plan will be drawn up, trees recommended, soil map
checked to determine what kind of trees will grow there and
amount of room needed.

4) Site preparation is done in the fall or spring.

5) Trees are ordered in the fall for spring delivery. The earlier
the order, the better chance of receiving the tree varieties
you want.

6) Trees are planted in the spring. We have a tree planter and planting charges are
included in the cost of the trees. (Landowner provides tractor and driver.) We hand
plant one-gallon pots for $1.00 per potted evergreen and two-gallon pots for $2.00
per potted evergreen.

7) Tree maintenance includes keeping them weed free and watered as needed.
Several ways of keeping them weed free is using rolls of fabric matting, tree matt
squares, or chemical control.

For information call Tom Warner or Zach Bothun, SWCD Technicians, at 320-269-2139 ext. 3.

Have you ordered your trees?

Trees Available
CONIFERS (Potted)

B.H. Spruce 12”-15” 7.00 
15”-18” 8.00 
18”-24” 10.00 

Colorado Spruce 15”-18” 8.00 
18”-24” 10.00 

Austrian Pine 18”-24” 10.00
Ponderosa Pine 15”-18” 8.00 
Scotch Pine 15”-18” 8.00 
Eastern Red Cedar 15”-18” 8.00 

CONIFERS (Bare Root)
Includes planting charge

B.H. Spruce 8”-12” 2.00
Colorado Spruce 9”-12” 2.00
Austrian Pine 8”-14” 2.00
Ponderosa Pine 8”-14” 2.00
Scotch Pine 8”-14” 2.00
Eastern Red Cedar 9”-12” 2.00
N. White Cedar 12”-18” 2.00

American Plum 2.00
Amur Honeysuckle 2.00
Amur Maple 2.00
Black Walnut 2.00
Buffaloberry 2.00
Flame Willow 2.00
Caragana 2.00
Chokecherry 2.00
Common Lilac 2.00
Cotoneaster 2.00
Green Ash 2.00
Hackberry 2.00

Norway Poplar 2.00
Red Splendor Crab 2.00
Redosier Dogwood 2.00
Silver Maple 2.00
Cottonwood 2.00
Cranberrybush 2.00
Linden 2.00
Nannyberry 2.00
Bur Oak 2.00
Red Oak 2.00
White Oak 2.00

DECIDUOUS TREES & SHRUBS
Includes planting charge

TREE TUBES

$4.00

4X4

TREE MATS

$3.00

WEED BARRIER

FABRIC (installed)

.50/ft.
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By Zach Bothun
DISTRICT TECHNICIAN

The Chippewa Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD) and the Board of Water and Soil Resources
(BWSR) are still offering the Reinvest In Minnesota
(RIM) Riparian Buffer Program to local land owners
who may be interested.  The goal of the program is part
of a comprehensive clean water strategy to prevent sedi-
ment and nutrients from entering Minnesota’s lakes,
rivers, and streams. Other equally important goals of the
program are to enhance fish and wildlife habitat and pro-
tect groundwater and wetlands in the state. The program
targets existing buffers on riparian lands adjacent to pub-
lic waters (typically existing CRP buffer practices).
Through Reinvest in Minnesota and in partnership with
Soil and Water Conservation Districts and private
landowners, permanent conservation easements are pur-
chased and native plant buffers are established.  

Targeting areas that could be eligible for the program
is completed based on criteria used to identify the high-
est priority locations that are adjacent to waterways and
also currently-enrolled in CRP. Only permanent ease-
ments are accepted for the program.  Buffer widths with
a minimum width of 50 ft. for the program can be accept-
ed and buffers can be extended up to a maximum of 200
ft. with some 350 ft. buffer widths on BWSR approved
sites that contain valuable habitat for wildlife. Total acres
for each easement must be greater than 3 acres in size to
be eligible. The width of a buffer can be less than 50 ft.
if there is a natural impediment beyond the landowner’s
control, for example a road or property line. Buffers must
be adjacent to water bodies defined as: streams, ditches
and lakes and eligible land must have been owned by the
landowner for one year prior to application. Priority is
placed upon land in existing or new CRP contracts that
had crop history prior to enrollment in CRP. Any exist-
ing vegetation area between eligible cropland and the
riparian source must be included in the easement
acreage. Payment is authorized for this area not to
exceed 50 percent of the eligible cropland acres. Non-

crop acres over 50 percent must be donated. Whenever
possible, land on both sides of the stream or ditch must
be enrolled.  For land in existing CRP contracts, no
changes in vegetative cover would be required. To help
with maintenance and provide a working lands benefit,
Clean Water funded buffers will be allowed haying July
15th through September 1st under a management plan
approved by the SWCD and BWSR. That would not
apply to easements that have existing CRP contracts.  

If landowners are interested or if anyone has questions
about whether or not their CRP acres are eligible for the
RIM program, they are asked to stop by the Soil and
Water Conservation District office located in the Chippe-
wa County courthouse or call 320-269-2139 ext.3 to see
if they qualify.

The Walk-In Access (WIA) program is still running
strong in Chippewa County thanks to the efforts of the
local Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD), the
Board of Water and Soil Resources (BWSR), the Min-
nesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).  The program
targeted parcels of 40 acres or more that are already in
conservation programs, such as the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP), Conservation
Reserve Program (CRP), Reinvest in Minnesota (RIM),
and the Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP).  Other high-
quality habitat areas that are not enrolled into a conser-
vation program, such as river bottoms and wetlands,
will more than likely be eligible for WIA in the future.
The DNR continues to seek permanent funding to con-
tinue the program in 2015 and beyond.

The WIA program is entirely voluntary for landown-
ers.  Most landowners choose to enroll their property
for two or three years.  Landowners are paid $10 per
acre to allow hunting access.  Up to $3 per acre are
added if more than 140 contiguous acres are enrolled,
if the land is within 1/2 mile of existing state or feder-
al hunting land, or if a multiyear contract is signed.  

Enrolled lands are covered under the Minnesota
recreational use laws that limit landowners’ liability.
Where private leases do not, recreational use laws
provide extra liability protection for WIA acres under
MN State Statute 604A.20 to 604A.27. That being

said, WIA land is for
hunting only.  No
motorized vehicles
are allowed on
WIA areas and
parking is
along roads or
in designated
parking areas.
No target prac-
tice, trapping, dog
training, camping,
horseback riding or
fires are allowed in
WIA areas.  DNR con-
servation officers handle any WIA violations as well
as any hunting violations.

The Voluntary Public Walk-In-Access Program was
started in 2011 as a two-year pilot program funded by
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  The DNR contin-
ues to seek permanent funding to continue the program
into 2015 and beyond.  Since 2013, hunters must pur-
chase a $3 WIA validation to legally hunt WIA Sites,
which will help fund the program into the future.

If you have any questions about the program or if
you are interested in enrolling your conservation land
into the program, please stop by your local SWCD
office at the Chippewa County courthouse or give us
a call at 320-269-2139 ext. 3.

RIM Riparian Buffer Easement Program

WIA acres and site data for 2013:

WIA 2013 Stats: Acres Sites

Total Enrollments as of 9/19/13 20,071 192

Chippewa County Totals 424.2 4

Township Cropland Non-Crop

Big Bend township 5,514.30 3,676.20
Clara City city 6,278.15 4,185.43
Crate township 6,723.09 4,482.06
Grace township 6,361.74 4,241.16
Granite Falls city 5,085.63 3,390.42
Granite Falls township 5,868.72 3,912.48
Havelock township 6,357.78 4,238.52
Kragero township 4,957.92 3,305.28
Leenthrop township 6,244.92 4,163.28
Lone Tree township 6,862.68 4,575.12
Louriston township 6,350.85 4,233.90
Mandt township 5,962.77 3,975.18
Maynard city 6,278.15 4,185.43
Milan city 5,601.42 3,734.28
Montevideo city 6,278.15 4,185.43
Rheiderland township 6,751.80 4,501.20
Rosewood township 6,408.27 4,272.18
Sparta township 6,063.75 4,042.50
Stoneham township 6,899.31 4,599.54
Tunsberg township 6,186.51 4,124.34
Watson city 6,278.15 4,185.43
Woods township 6,935.94 4,623.96

Application Signup Period
for Walk-In-Access Program (WIA)

is March 1st to June 1st.

2014 RIM Easement Payment Rates
for Chippewa County

Walk-In-Access Program in Chippewa County
By Zach Bothun, DISTRICT TECHNICIAN

2014 Environmental
Quality Incentives Program

By Mike Timmerman
NRCS TECHNICIAN

Applications for the upcoming 2014 Environ-
mental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) are
being accepted. EQIP was reauthorized in the
2008 Farm Bill and is administered through the
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service.
EQIP is a voluntary program that offers technical
assistance and flat rate payments as an incentive
to complete practices for landowners to address
environmental concerns. 

The EQIP program’s purpose is to solve a vari-
ety of natural resource problems while being com-
patible with land use goals.  EQIP is a competitive
program that ranks applications based on national,
state, and local resource concerns that were iden-
tified and prioritized during the local work group
process.  

In Chippewa County the local work group prior-
itized erosion, water quality, soil erosion, Ag
waste, livestock grazing, and nutrient manage-
ment. Planting and harvest season is an excellent
time to check your field for excessive erosion
which may also have an impact on water quality.
If you find that your farm is washing more than it
should be, we may have a solution to the erosion
that has been occurring. Water and Sediment con-
trol basins work well when the watersheds are rel-
atively small. They catch the water before it has a
real chance to do any damage, as well as improve
farmability of sloping land, trap sediment, reduce
downstream runoff and improve downstream
water quality, by utilizing a surface intake and
subsurface conduit to convey the water to a suit-
able outlet.The maintenance is typically low and
is by far the most effective and accommodating
practice.  

For larger watersheds, another option would be
a grassed waterway. These are used when water-
sheds are 40 acres or more. An excavated channel
with crossable side slopes that would be seeded
down to sod forming grasses, would convey
runoff from terraces or diversions or water con-
centrations to reduce erosion and flooding. We
would also use subsurface drainage if needed to
keep the channel dry. These have been a standard
practice and can be a useful source of hay once
they are established. Grassed and earthen ter-
race/diversions are another option that may work
well in certain situations for sheet and rill erosion
or in situations like water from a road ditch run-
ning across farm land. 

Landowners and producers interested in EQIP are
encouraged to do their application early to improve
the likelihood of being funded; often the funding
allocation is spent during the initial scoring period.
If you are interested in EQIP, you can visit your
USDA Service Center office at 629 North 11th
street Montevideo or call (320) 269-2139 ext. 3,
Monday through Friday 8:00 am-4:30 p.m. 

Information about EQIP can also be obtained by
visiting our website at www.mn.nrcs.usda.gov

The EQIP program’s purpose is to solve a variety
of natural resource problems such as eroision.
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Chippewa River Watershed Project
Kylene Olson

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Paul Wymar

WATERSHED SCIENTIST
Jennifer Hoffman
WATERSHED SPECIALIST

Hawk Creek Watershed Project

It’s that time again, the start of a new year,
when moments are spent reflecting on the
activities, challenges and successes of the past.
Just like the river is ever carving a new path
and adjusting to the environment around it, so
is the Chippewa River
Watershed Pro -
ject.,The overarching
goal remains the same,
seeking to improve
water quality and
flooding problems
within the Chippewa
River Watershed while
still promoting a
healthy, viable agricul-
tural, industrial and
recreational economy
for the region. The past
year, 2013, was one of transition and refocus
for the CRWP.

With the formation of a Joint Powers among
the seven counties in the watershed at tail end
of 2012, it established the Chippewa River
Watershed Project as a recognized local unit of
government and its own entity. While the daily
work and scope of the CRWP did not change,
it was in essence the establishment of a new
organization. It was a busy first quarter of the
year getting all the
administrative details
in place.

A major upshot of
the historic 2008 Clean
Water, Land & Legacy
Amendment was the
on-going development
of a MN Water Quality
Framework that links
the Pollution Control
Agency, Board of

Water and Soil Resources, Department of Nat-
ural Resources, Department of Agriculture
and Department of Health on a common
course of action for addressing water quality
issues. Major components of the MN Water

Quality Framework
include monitoring and
assessment, community
engagement, a Water-
shed Restoration and
Protection Strategies
(WRAPS) Report, and
Comprehensive Water-
shed Management Plan-
ning. Throughout the
year the Chippewa
River Watershed Project
focused its time and
efforts in each of these

areas. The WRAPS Report is on schedule to
be completed June 2014, with hopes of mov-
ing into a One Watershed-One Plan process.
Many efforts in 2013 were related to the
aspects of the WRAPS including stressor
identification analysis, Southwest Cohort
Training, and a Civic Engagement Workshop
for the Local Work Group.  

The CRWP continues to be heavily
involved in its partnership with the Land

Stewardship Project on
the Chippewa 10%
Project. Lots of exciting
work transpired during
2013 including the
expansion of a Cover
Crop Network, a Graz-
ing Network, the
Shakopee Nitrogen Net-
work and the Lake
Simon Challenge. The
Chippewa 10% Project

was a keynote presentation at the Green Lands
Blue Waters conference in November and
emphasized the need for increasing living
cover on the landscape and providing oppor-
tunities for farmers to be productive, prof-
itable and good stewards.

In June, grant funds for the Dryweather-
Lines-Spring Creek subwatershed came to a
close. Over  the three year period landowners
utilized $77,832 for practices to help reduce
sediment and nutrients in the surface waters
feeding the Chippewa River.

Practices Completed:
• 325.4 acres filter strips
• 25 alternative tile intakes
• 2 bank erosion repair sites with rip-rap
• 22 gully erosion repairs with side inlet drop pipes
• 15 acres riparian zone native grass planting

The CRWP was awarded a 319 grant that
took effect in December that will provide
$191,000 for Best Management Practices that
help to reduce phosphorus loading in priority
areas across the
watershed.It looks
to be an exciting
year ahead and we
are happy to be
able to provide
resources for
water quality pro-
tection and im -
provement to the
citizens and land -
owners of the
Chippewa River
Watershed. We
would like to
work with you!
Contact our office
for more informa-
tion.

Local work group members participate in
Civic Engagement Workshopp.

The Montevideo High School rec-
ognized that there was a problem with
water running off the roof of the
school.  So, they contacted Tom Warn-
er, Chippewa SWCD. In cooperation
with the Hawk Creek Watershed Proj-
ect, the West Central Technical Serv-
ice Area  Engineers, the Montevideo
High School, and the Chippewa
SWCD a rain garden was installed.  A
rain garden is a shallow depression
that is designed to be filled with
shrubs, flowers, and grasses.  Its func-
tions is to collect and filter storm water
runoff.

Montevideo High School

Installs Rain Garden

Installation of tile.

Rain garden construction.

Completed rain garden structure.

Seeding and mulching.

Ready for planting next spring.

The Hawk Creek Watershed Project
(HCWP) has had another busy year. During
2013, the HCWP closed two grants and
received four new ones: two for best man-
agement practice (BMP) implementation,
one for water quality monitoring, and one
for subsurface sewage treatment system
loans.  Over the spring and summer, the
HCWP staff did stressor identification work
throughout the watershed that will con-
tribute to the Watershed Restoration and
Protection Strategies (WRAPS) document. 

The 2013 monitoring season began the
last weekend in March when the ice start-
ed to break up in most of the streams with-
in the watershed.  Streams stayed within
their banks during the entire spring thaw
due to slow snowmelt and the low flow
conditions at the end of 2012.  This year,
we saw more rain showers spread through-
out the summer compared to last year’s
very dry July and August.  One of the
largest rain events of 2013 brought 5-7
inches of rain during June 22-24th, result-
ing in some flooding and drowned out
crops.  The water monitoring season for
four out of the six sites ended October
31st.  For the first time, the HCWP will be

doing year round monitoring at the two
outlet sites through the new monitoring
grant received at the beginning of the year.      

Since the inception of the
HCWP in 1999, a total of 892
landowners have received
financial assistance for either
BMPs or septic system
upgrade loans that have
improved water quality and
reduced erosion.  HCWP uses
the grant dollars to cost-share
with landowners on establish-
ment of conservation prac-
tices.  During the first half of
2013 (January-June), $59,385
in loan funds have been distributed as part
of Minnesota's Subsurface Sewage Treat-
ment Systems Program (SSTS) to qualify-
ing citizens within the watershed.

HCWP, along with its tri-county water-
shed partners, continues to promote soil
and water stewardship and offer cost-
share funds for installation of BMPs
aimed at improving water quality.  The
HCWP works with area landowners,
SWCD/NRCS/FSA offices, and County
Drainage Authorities to install a variety of

projects.
Below is a break down of the projects

done in 2013.

If you would like additional infor-
mation about any of these projects, or
if you would like to install any of the
above listed practices, please call the
HCWP at (320) 523-3666 or visit our
website at www.hawkcreekwater-
shed.org for more information about
the HCWP and our partners.  Also, if
you are interested in upgrading your
septic system, please contact either
the HCWP or the environmental office
of your respective county.

Heidi Rauenhorst
PROJECT COORDINATOR

Dean Dambroten
PLANNER/FIELD TECHNICIAN

Jordan Austin
WATER QUALITY OUTREACH TECHNICIAN

Breakdown of the 2013 Projects:
Project Acres Hawk Creek Funds

11 Alternative Intakes 78.0 $    2,908.68
11 Buffer Incentives 76.4 $  38,200.00
1 Shoreline Restoration 1.5 $    9,519.00
6 Side Inlets 124 $    3,882.00
1 Rain Garden $    6,445.00
2 Ag Wastes $  40,915.00
4 Bank Stabilizations $  11,083.17

Total = $112,952.85

Chippewa 10% Project Cover Crop Field Day.
Bank erosion control
with rip-rap.
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Meghan 
Erp

Alexia
Faulkner

Emily
Koenen

Annie
Dykema

2013
Poster Winners

Area poster winner, Annie Dykema

“Local
Women

Give a Dam”
was held on June 20th

at both Smith and
Lagoon Park with 46

local women in attendance. A soil health
demonstration was done demonstrating a
slake test on a local county soil under
different management followed by a

short video on the Minnesota River and
the improvement efforts that are being
made. Workshop participants were given
publications on native grasses and forbs,

rain gardens, soil
health and the
city of Montev-
ideo. Chris
Domeier, Assis-
tant Area Super-
visor from the
Ortonville Fish-
eries office was
the designated
guest speaker and covered the dam
removal in the City of Montevideo last
summer and the Minnesota Falls dam
removal in Granite Falls, which was
done this last winter during low flows.
Chris also covered the benefits of dam

removal on native
species of fish and
mussels found in the
Minnesota River as
well as the Chippewa
River.  A catered
meal was provided
and a number
of door prizes were
given 

way, including a humming- 
bird feeder and handmade
fridge magnets. Watch local
newspapers next spring for
promotion of the 2014
field day.      

2013 Women’s Field Day
by: Shantel Lozinski,  USDA -NRCS

Montevideo 6th grade clean up at Wegdahl County Park.

6th Grade Community Clean Up Day

Chippewa Soil & Water Conservation District
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By JoAnn Blomme
ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNICIAN

2013 was “the year of updates”! Every ten years
we are required to do a complete update and assess-
ment of water related issues in the county, watershed
and state. Beginning in late 2012, through the help of
local surveys, state agency comments and public
meetings the top three priority concerns were identi-
fied. They are as follows:

Priority Concern 1: Subsurface Water Quality
and Quantity Impairments and Concerns.
Priority Concern 2: Groundwater Water
Quality and Quantity Concerns.
Priority Concern 3: Public Awareness and
Plan Administration.

Beginning in 2013 we began collecting and com-
piling data completing a county assessment of the
priority concerns, meaning we researched existing
data submitted by local watersheds, state and federal
agencies, and private organizations. Through the use
of the following questions we were able to assess a
priority concern:

• What? (is the concern)
• Why? (substantiate that the concern is genuine)
• Risk? (what would happen if the concern is not

addressed)
• Who? (who is affected most by the concern)
• Where? (geographic location)
Once the assessment process was started we began

developing goals and objectives to address the prior-
ity concerns. Goals are general statements that clear-
ly communicate what is to be accomplished over the
long-term to address the priority concerns. Goals are
achievable in a reasonable period of time. Objectives
state how the goal will be accomplished and are
measurable. Next is the developing the implementa-
tion program, which identified the measurable
actions or initiatives that will be taken to achieve the
objectives, and ultimately the goals.

Implementation cannot happen 
without landowner involvement

Upon final approval from the Board of Water and
Soil Resources Board (12/18/13) and adoption by the
County Board of Commissioners, the new plan will
be ready for implementation. Implementation cannot
happen without landowner involvement! Ask your-
self …”Am I being as proactive as I can? Am I per-
sonally making changes in my lifestyle to help sus-
tain, improve or protect our natural resources (water,
soil, air) for ourselves and for future generations?” If
not – what can you do to change that? What the
future holds is in all of our hands. To see a complete
copy of the Chippewa County Water Plan go to
http://www.co.chippewa.mn.us/land4.htm.

We continue to promote best management prac-
tices for both rural and urban residents and provide
education and outreach. Our current cost-share pro-
grams include sealing abandoned wells and best
management practices and we continue to offer low

interest loans for the installation of septic upgrades,
feedlot upgrades, conservation tillage and best man-
agement practices. A new grant that was applied for
and approved is a grant available for income eligible
landowners needing to upgrade their septic system.
For more information on those grant funds, please
contact Chippewa County Land & Resource Man-
agement at 320-269-6231.

“Each generation has its own rendezvous with the land,
for despite our fee titles and claims of ownership, we are
all brief tenants on this planet. By choice, or by default, we
will carve out a land legacy for our heirs. We can misuse
the land and diminish the usefulness of resources, or we
can create a world in which physical affluence and
affluence of the spirit go hand in hand.” – Stewart Udall
in the forward to his 1963 book, “The Quiet Crisis,” 
published by Holt, Rinehardt & Winston.

Chippewa County Local Water Resources Protection
and Management Program Annual Report

Chippewa County Local Water Management Plan …
locally driven to work for you!

4

6

5

Chippewa County Rain Gauge Report

Are you interested in being a member on
the Chippewa County Local Water Resources
Protection and Management Plan
Committee? Call your County Commissioner
or the Chippewa County Land & Resource
Management office at 320-269-6231 to find
out how you can get involved.  Join a
committee where every voice gets heard
and changes are made locally.

By Michael Timmerman
NRCS TECHNICIAN

In the spring of 2013 the Chippewa County NRCS
and SWCD office began working with a Land owner
with assistance on his farm on how to deal with erosion
that was occurring on the side slopes of two hills near
Hawk Creek. The Natural Resources Conservation
Service went out and visited the farm and developed an
estimate for the landowner. NRCS then came up with a
design for a solution to the erosion problem. A plan was
developed and a contract was established for the land
owner through the Environment Quality Incentive Pro-

gram (EQIP). The best management practice chosen
for this site was to install two water and sediment con-
trol basins.The basin projects are north of Clara City
off of Hawk Creek and in a corn/bean rotation. The cost
share was a combination of the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program (EQIP) dollars through the Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and State
Cost share which is administered through the Chippe-
wa County Soil and Water Conservation District
(SWCD). The basins were constructed across the slop-
ing topography to capture surface water that was cut-
ting gullies into the farm ground and carrying off sedi-
ment. The water is caught and enters a tile intake to a

stable outlet. This will then prevent further erosion
from occurring in the future.

The structure was designed to be partially farmed so
half of the structure will be seeded down and the other
half will be cropped. This will prevent soil and sedi-
ment from leaving the farm and getting into surface
waters including Hawk creek also reducing nutrients
and chemicals from getting into Hawk Creek. A total of
28 acres of water shed will be prevented from flowing
overland and will drain into an intake to an outlet. The
expected life span of these structures is a minimum of
ten years, although if they are properly maintained they
should last 30-40 years.

Chippewa NRCS and SWCD assist with erosion project

Building basins. Installing stable outlets. Seeding. Hawk Creek.
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Seasonal 
High Tunnel

System

Seasonal 
High Tunnel

System
By Shantel Lozinski

USDA-NRCS

The Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS) has supported seasonal high tunnels over the
last few years through the Environmental Quality
Incentive Program (EQIP) as a pilot. Funding for
2014 is still being evaluated. Chippewa County has
had two installed by landowners which have both
been extremely successful.  Both have very different
crops grown in them but the same outcome: locally
grown produce which is sold right here in Chippewa
co. and local communities. One high tunnel is used to
grow raspberries which are sold locally at Bill’s
Supermarket in Montevideo and the other to grow
tomatoes which are sold at both the Clara City and
Willmar farmers market. The purpose of this practice
is to extend the growing season, reduce nutrient and
pesticide transport, and reduce energy through local
consumption. High tunnels are purchased as a kit and
installed by the landowner; there are a few styles that
seem to work better here in Minnesota with the wind
and snow load issues.  

For the most part they are aluminum frames, some-
times with wooden ends and doors.  They are sold
with 6 mil plastic which is included in the practice
standard. The high tunnels must be set up on existing
cropland to be eligible.  Plants are grown in the natu-
ral ground not on tables as in a green house.  Cost
share is for the structure but heat and irrigation can be
added at the landowner’s expense. Different styles
have different setups for venting. Some have roll up
sides and some have areas that can be pushed up for
venting on warm days. Both examples of high tun-

nels in the county have utilized creative trellis sys-
tems to support crops inside the high tunnel. In the
case of the tomatoes allowing them to reach heights
of 10-plus feet. If you are interested in a high tunnel
contact the USDA service center at 320-269-2139
ext. 3 for more information and EQIP sign up dates.     

Chippewa County had two high tunnels installed by
landowners and both were extremely successful. Girl walking through tomato garden.

The high tunnel system extends the growing season,
reduces nutrient and pesticide transport, and
reduces energy through local consumption.

High tunnels are purchased as a kit and installed by the landowner. There are a
few styles that work better in Minnesota with the wind and snow load issues.

Tomatoes grown in the high tunnel were sold at
both the Clara City and Willmar farmers market.

Raspberries grown in Chippewa County which were
sold locally at Bill’s Supermarket in Montevideo.


